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THIS monograph, the eleventh in the Advanced Exercises in Diagnotic Radiology, has been compiled by a team of radiologists from the Vanderbilt University Hospital, Nashville, Tennessee, to help casualty doctors interpret the x-ray films of the cervical spine of an acutely injured patient.
The anatomy of the cervical spine is described in detail and is illustrated well by means of radiographic reproductions and line drawings. These chapters are followed by a series of 30 test cases, in each of which the reader is invited to inspect a reproduction of a radiograph of the cervical spine, answer questions relating to the abnormality thereon and make a diagnosis. A line drawing of each abnormality and answers on it are available on the following pages. A good range of post -traumatic derangements of the cervical spine is covered and most readers will enjoy the challenge of the test cases, in some of which the questions are arranged as a multiple choice.
This addition to the Advanced Exercises in Diagnostic Radiology should be of value to students and junior doctors dealing with injured patients, and to trainee radiologists. IT is twenty years since the first edition of this book appeared and became the standard text on the subject. In few fields have the past twenty years seen more rapid advances than in the diagnosis and treatmnent of heart disease in childhood and especially in infancy. Recognising this the authors have virtually re-written the book, a huge task made possible largely by the remarkably efficient method of data gathering, storage and analysis employed at the Hospital for Sick Children, Toronto. The result is a book which distils the wisdom and experience of workers whose personal knowledge of their subject is without equal. All aspects of the subject are covered. The most up to date methods are succinctly described and their value assessed against a background of their historical development. This is nowhere better illustrated than in the chapter on cardiac catheterization where Professor Rowe considers the question of whether non-invasive techniques may eventually supplant the invasive techniques in the diagnosis of heart disease. The value of such new techniques as echocardiography, nuclear techniques and exercise testing is stressed and many helpful illustrative echocardiographic tracings are published alongside the high quality selective angiographic pictures.
As in any text book some chapters are outstanding. That on ventricular septal defect remains the definitive text, based as it is on Professor Keith's personal observations in many thousands of cases followed oVer many years. The chapter on transposition of the great arteries by Professor Langford Kidd is also outstanding. Among the great strength of this book is the way is deals with urgent practical subjects such as the management of
